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Focus on Diversity: Changing the Face of American Birding Conference 

 

American birders have over 800 species to satisfy our bird watching desires. From a Calliope Hummingbird to 

the California Condor, from the Painted Bunting to a Clay-colored Sparrow, the diversity of our North 

American birds is one of the most compelling factors that draws millions of people to birding at some level. 

Yet, does the birding community itself reflect a similar diversity? Imagine your most recent field trip, bird 

club meeting, or even birding festival. Did 1/3 of those birders have an African, Hispanic, Asian, or Native 

American heritage? 

Undoubtedly, the answer is “NO.” This means that birding does not look like the rest of America and, ergo, 

represents a significant threat to the sustainability of the birding community, the birds’ habitat, and, 

ultimately, the birds themselves. 

The purpose of the Focus on Diversity is to initiate an open dialogue, take an honest look at the birding 

community, identify roadblocks to birding, and facilitate effective outreach to new birding audiences in an 

effort to promote a broader appreciation of nature and, in time, a societal conservation ethic.    

The success of the Focus on Diversity conference depends on the most powerful bird conservation tool: YOU. 

This conference will convene concerned birders, environmental educators, and conservationists from the Upper 

MidWest/Great Lakes Region. As a result of the conference, participants will: 

 understand the critical role that sharing their interest in birds with others has in shaping the  

future of both the birding community and bird populations. 

 be able to identify the obstacles that hinder various groups from “birding." 

 learn strategies for effectively fostering an appreciation for birds/nature in others. 

 be able to network with dedicated individual birders as well as conservationists and educators 

from non-profit organizations, government agencies, and other entities in the region. 

 be assisted in developing realistic goals and ready-to-implement Action Plans to begin recruiting 

new members for their respective organizations or reaching new birding friends. 

 

Disclaimer: This event WILL NOT focus on bird identification or bird observation. 

 

Why is this event being held at Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge? 

Minnesota Valley NWR is the ideal setting for this particular conference for a number of reasons including: 

 Minnesota Valley NWR is a well-visited refuge in a large metropolitan area. 

 The National Wildlife Refuge System (NWRS) is launching new initiatives to better serve    

     broader audiences at the various NWRs through birding and other outdoor recreation activities.  

 Minnesota Valley NWR is the most urban NWR of the 54 refuges in Region 3 of the NWRS. 

 
 



 

 

Featured Presenters and Panelists 
 

 
Paul J. Baicich is the founder of Great Birding Projects and the co-editor of Birding Community  
E-bulletin. His contributions to the birding community are numerous. He served in the American 
Birding Association in various capacities over the years including as a board member and editor 
for Birding magazine.  He co-authored A Guide to Nests, Eggs, and Nestlings of North American 
Birds and also edited several volumes in the ABA's Birding Finding Guide series. He has  been a 
dedicated advocate of bird outreach as a means to effect greater support for bird conservation 
North America.  
 
 
 

 
 

 
Dudley Edmondson is a nature photographer, filmmaker, author, and outdoor enthusiast who 
has spent 20 years traveling and working with wild subjects in wild places. He spends his free 
time cycling, kayaking, skiing, swimming or trail running.  For his first book Black & Brown Faces 
in America’s Wild Places, Dudley spent four years searching for African Americans who were 
passionate about nature to create a set of “outdoor role models” and encourage other African 
Americans to experience nature for their own mental and physical health.  He feels the future of 
conservation is tethered to people of color reconnecting to their outdoor cultural traditions as 
their growing influence and political power will determine the sustainability of America’s 
environmental protection policies. 
 

 
 
 

 
Douglas Gray was introduced to birding by his grandfather while growing up on the family farm in 
Clarksville, Tennessee. He currently resides in Indianapolis, IN and is a Senior Engineering 
Specialist in Parenteral Engineering with Eli Lilly and Company but his passion is birding. Doug is a 
former Director of Indiana's largest Audubon Society Chapter (Amos W. Butler Audubon Society) 
and is currently the contributing writer of the "Bird of the Month" for the Indiana Audubon 
Society. Doug leads bird hikes throughout Indiana, and is known for introducing people of color to 
the world of birding. However, Doug's favorite hikes are with children as he loves engaging with 
the next generation of birdwatchers throughout the Midwest.  

 
 

 
 

Kenn Kaufman, an avid birder and naturalist since the age of six, spent his latter teen years hitch-
hiking around North America in pursuit of birds.  This experience fueled his interest in the idea 
that birding should be affordable and accessible to all.  Now a professional freelance naturalist, 
he has written ten books and hundreds of magazine articles, but his proudest publication is Guia 
de campo Kaufman a las aves de Norteamerica, the first field guide to North American birds to 
be published in Spanish.   
 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 
J. Drew Lanham, PhD  is a Professor of Wildlife Ecology at Clemson University. He's a passionate 
birder who has shared birds hundreds of undergraduates and mentored nearly forty graduate 
students. Drew’s love of nature is reflected in his conservation efforts. He is an inaugural fellow 
of National Audubon Society/Toyota’s Together Green Initiative and a board member of The 
Wildlife Societies Ethnic and Gender Diversity Committee, South Carolina Audubon, the South 
Carolina Wildlife Federation and Upstate Forever. A freelance writer, he often explores the 
connection between people of color and nature. His forthcoming book, The Home Place: 
Memoirs of a Colored Man’s Love Affair with Nature (Milkweed Editions), takes a deeply personal 
look at the issue of diversity in the great American outdoors. 
 
 
 
 
Dave Magpiong, a middle school teacher in New Jersey, found birding "later in life" and has 
been sharing birds with others ever since. In 2005, he developed the Fledging Birders Method to 
help birders inspire an appreciation of birding and conservation in our youth.  He currently 
serves as the national chair for the Bird Education Network (BEN). He is a co-director of the 
Pledge to Fledge program, an international grassroots bird outreach movement. He has also 
volunteered on conservation efforts with wildlife rehabilitation facilities, New Jersey Division of 
Fish and Wildlife, and even the United States Department of Defense. Dave is the founder of the 
Fledging Birders Institute and primary organizer of the Focus on Diversity Conference series. 
  
 
 
 
 
Roy J. Rodriguez is a lifelong Texan, hunter and fisherman who works for Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department as a Naturalist at Bentsen - Rio Grande Valley State Park in Mission, TX.  He has 
taught thousands of people of all ages and abilities about flora and fauna on the festival circuit.  
His bird education work has brought him to the Arctic Circle in Alaska and South Korean shores.  
He has been a popular birding guide across North America; Lead Instructor for the National 
Hispanic Environmental Council Scholarship Institutes; and Tour Operator for MexBirds, a 
company dedicated to “Economic Sustainability through Birding” in Mexico. Roy strives to foster 
nature appreciation throughout the diverse communities in South Texas and beyond. 
 

 

 
 
 Sharon Stiteler (a.k.a. BirdChick) is a charismatic birding personality. As an Avian Field Ecologist 
for Westwood Professional Services, she determines the risks to birds in the region and develops 
ways to mitigate those risks. She spent several years working for a Twin Cities wild bird feeding 
company. More recently, Sharon served as a National Park Ranger for the Mississippi National 
River and Recreation Area. She has written for several publications including WildBird Magazine, 
Birding Business, and Outdoor News. She has written several books including City Birds/Country 
Birds about how to attract birds anywhere from an urban apartment to a rural yard.  Her third 
book is about general birding and is due out in Spring 2013.  

 

http://www.fledgingbirders.org/


 

 

Conference Itinerary 
(subject to change) 

 

 Friday, Oct. 12:   Birds and Beers Pre-Conference Social - location to be determined  

 
Saturday, Oct. 13:    Focus on Diversity: Changing the Face of American Birding Conference, 

   Conference registration fee is $35.  Early bird registration is $25 if received by August 31. 
 

7:00 – 8:00am       Birding at Minnesota Valley NWR  

8:00 – 8:30am       Check-In at Minnesota Valley NWR Bloomington Education and Visitor Center 

8:30 – 11:45am     Conference Presentations and Panels  

11:45 – 12:30pm   Lunch provided on site & networking 

12:30 – 5:00pm     Conference Panels and Workshops 

 

Topics to include: 

1) Current landscape of U.S. birding Presentation: discuss birding's demographics. Does the current situation 
pose any problems?  If so, what are they?  What does this mean for the future of birding? 

 
2)  “Barriers to Birding” Panel:  examine racial, cultural, geographic, and socioeconomic factors. A large part 

of this panel will feature a moderated Q-n-A conversation between the panel and the audience. 
 

3) Reaching “Non-Traditional” Audiences Panel:  panelists will share their experiences in sparking the 
interest of birds in others. They will discuss broad considerations and additional methods that others can 
use to be more effective ambassadors for the birds. This panel will feature a moderated Q-n-A session. 
 

4) Effective Strategies Round Robin: several participants will briefly share specific outreach programs and 
activities to help recruit new birding participants. If interested in presenting, please submit a proposal. 
 

5) Taking Action for Diversity in Birding: participants will network with other regional birders, develop 
outreach goals, and create realistic action plans. As a result, birding diversity initiatives shall be hatched 
across the Midwest Region with the collaboration of multiple parties, a valued bird education network. 

 
The registration fee covers ALL activities at the  

Minnesota Valley NWR Bloomington Education and Visitor Center, including lunch. 
Exhibitor tables are available on a first come, first served basis and can be reserved on the registration form. 

http://www.fledgingbirders.org/CFABsubmissions.html


 

 

Travel and Accommodations Information 
based on commuting from Midwest/Great Lakes region 

 

  
Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge is conveniently located near routes 94, 494, and 25 in 
Bloomington, Minnesota. It is located less than 20 minutes from the Minneapolis/St. Paul metropolitan area 
and less than 2 miles from the Mall of America. 
 
Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge can be reached by using public transportation.  Amtrak’s Midwest 
Regional route serves several major cities in the Midwest and stops at Midway Station in St. Paul.  
There is a Metro Transit stop within a half mile of Minnesota Valley NWR. 
 
Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge is in the shadow of Minneapolis/St. Paul International Airport, 
which is served by major airlines including Air Tran, American, Delta, Frontier, Southwest, US Air, and United. 

 
Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge is directly adjacent to Minneapolis/St. Paul International Airport and Mall of America. 

Conference attendees from out of town may want to consider staying at one of the following: 

Hyatt Place Minneapolis Airport South       (.7 m. to Minnesota Valley NWR) 
7800 International Drive   Bloomington, MN               $95 + tax, based on double occ.         
Call 952-854-0700 and ask for Focus on Diversity Conference    rate avail. on reservations made until 9/12/12 
 
Crown Plaza Hotel & Suites Minneapolis/St. Paul International Airport Hotel      (.5 mile to Minn. Valley NWR) 
3 Appletree Square, Bloomington, MN      $115 + tax, for a king room w/ 1 comp. breakfast per room/per night  
CLICK HERE TO BOOK NOW - rate available on reservations made until 9/21/12 
 
Embassy Suites Minneapolis Airport       (.5 mile to Minnesota Valley NWR) 
7901 34th Ave South  Bloomington, MN     $129 + tax for a single suite (incl. living room w/ pull-out sleeper) 
CLICK HERE TO BOOK NOW - rate available on reservations made until 9/21/12        
 

http://www.ichotelsgroup.com/crowneplaza/hotels/us/en/bloomington/mspia/hoteldetail?ratePreference=6CBARC&groupCode=FBI
http://embassysuites.hilton.com/en/es/groups/personalized/M/MSPAPES-FLE-20121012/index.jhtml?WT.mc_id=POG


 

 

We encourage you to register as early as possible to ensure availability. Registration forms and payments 

received by August 31 will benefit from an Early Bird Discount. 
 
If you have any questions, contact Dave Magpiong at Dave@fledgingbirders.org  OR 856-905-1232 

 
We look forward to meeting you at Minnesota National Wildlife Refuge this October! 

A Focus on Diversity: Changing the Face of American Birding  
Conference Registration Form 

Please PRINT clearly. 

Name of Participant: Organization (if applicable): 

Mailing Address: E-mail: 

State/Zip: Phone #: Website: 

Name of nearest National Wildlife Refuge: Name of other local parks / natural areas near you. 

I am a: (please check all that apply to you!) 

___concerned birder        ___general nature enthusiast         ____environmentally-minded citizen  

___ formal educator (pre-K - college)     ___bird educator (formal or informal)      ___ bird club officer/member 

___bird conservationist      ___park/refuge/nature center staff            ___other:_________________________  

Conference 
Registration 

Fees: 

*Early Bird Discounted Registration*  
(must be received by August 31st) 

 
___  Conference Only $25 

____ Focus on Diversity Conference 
Commemorative T-Shirt ($15 each) 

Circle desired size 

S        M        L        XL         2x        3x 
 

Total Registration Fee: $ ________* 
*Please consider making an additional contribution      

to help offset costs of the conference. 

Regular Registration 
(must be received by September 30) 

 
___  Conference Only $35 

____ Focus on Diversity Conference 
Commemorative T-Shirt ($15 each)  

Circle desired size 

S        M        L        XL         2x        3x 
 

Total Registration Fee: $ ________* 
*Please consider making an additional contribution       

to help offset costs of conference. 

___   Yes, I have interest in attending the "Birds and Beers" Pre-Conference Evening Social on Friday, Oct. 12. 

___   NO, I'm NOT interested in the "Birds and Beers" Pre-Conference Evening Social on Friday, Oct. 12. 

Plans will be made based on interest in the event. Details will be announced prior to conference. 

_____ I would like to reserve an Exhibitor Table at the event 
 

for ______________________________________. 
(name of organization) 

Please make checks payable to: 
Fledging Birders Institute 
P.O. Box 1774 
Bellmawr, NJ 08099 



 

 

Origin of the Conference Logo 
crafted by Lexie Phelan 

 

The conference logo incorporates birds which represent several 
of the cultures that make up our American population. 
 
The crane is a traditional symbol throughout China, Korea, Japan 
and other Asian nations as well as some Native American 
cultures. The cranes’ beauty and spectacular courtships displays 
have captivated these cultures for centuries. 
 
In addition to being a revered American symbol, the eagle also 
symbolizes strength in Mexican and Hispanic cultures. Eagles are 
considered sacred in various Native American cultures. 
 
The goose is from the Akan culture of Ghana, Africa. The Akan 
term “Sankofa” translates to “go back and take." The associated 
Adinkra symbol was a goose removing an egg from its back 
which represents learning from the past and moving into future.   

 
 

   
 

Learn about Minnesota Valley NWR at http://www.fws.gov/midwest/MinnesotaValley/ 

 

Share your concern for diversity in birding while you bird! 

Conference t-shirts can be ordered on the registration form. Get one for a friend too. 

                            

         

                                  
                                         www.fledgingbirders.org 

                                                   P.O. Box 1774  Bellmawr, NJ 08099 
                                                   856-905-1232 

http://www.fws.gov/midwest/MinnesotaValley/

