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Focus on Diversity: Changing the Face of American Birding Conference 

 

American birders have over 800 species to satisfy our bird watching desires. From a Calliope Hummingbird to 

the California Condor, from the Painted Bunting to a Clay-colored Sparrow, the diversity of our North 

American birds is one of the most compelling factors that draws millions of people to birding at some level. 

Does the birding community itself reflect a similar diversity? Think of a recent field trip, bird club meeting, 

or bird festival. Did 1/3 of those birders have an African, Hispanic, Asian, or Native American heritage? 

Undoubtedly, the answer is “NO.” This represents a significant threat to the sustainability of the birding 

community, bird conservation efforts, the birds’ habitats, and, ultimately, the birds themselves. 

The Focus on Diversity Conference  will take an honest look at the birding community and facilitate effective 

outreach to new birding audiences in an effort to promote a broader appreciation of nature and, in time, a 

societal conservation ethic. The future of birding and bird conservation is in our hands. 

The success of the Focus on Diversity conference depends on the most powerful bird conservation tool: YOU. 

"Birding, after all, is just game. Going beyond that is what is important." - Roger Tory Peterson 
 

This conference will convene concerned birders, environmental educators, nature-related businesses, and 

conservationists from across North America to move forward in bringing more people of diverse backgrounds 

into the birding and outdoor enthusiasts communities. As a result of the conference, the participants will: 

 understand the critical role that sharing their interest in birds with others has in shaping the  

future of both the birding community and bird conservation.. 

 learn strategies for effectively fostering an appreciation for birds/nature in others. 

 network with other dedicated birders, conservationists, and educators from non-profit 

organizations, government agencies, and other entities throughout the country. 

 

Most importantly, ALL participants will leave with realistic bird outreach goals and ready-to-implement 

Diversity in Birding Action Plans which they can use to engage new audiences with birding activities and bird 

conservation issues. Conference presenters and panelists will facilitate and assist each participant in the 

development of these goals and action plans during the workshops on Day 2 of the conference. 
 

Disclaimer: This event WILL NOT focus on bird identification or bird observation. 

 

Why a Focus on Diversity conference in McAllen, Texas? 
McAllen is the perfect site due to the region's social and natural resources including: 

- the spectacular birding within the "the Valley" has made it a fabled destination for American birders 

- the 84% Hispanic population of McAllen is a prime target audience for diversity outreach efforts 
- many RGV organizations are doing wonderful work with diversity outreach and can serve as models 

- the 20th Annual Rio Grande Valley Birding Festival is the perfect reward for your dedication to the  
  future of birding!  Come for the conference - stick around for the FESTIVAL! 
 

 
American White Pelicans at Estero Llano Grande - original photo courtesy of Marty DeAngelo 

http://www.rgvbf.org/


Presenters, Panelists, and Facilitators include: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
       
 
 

 

                  
 

 
             
  

       
             
      
 
 
 

Want to share YOUR bird outreach success with Focus on Diversity conference participants?! 
  

We welcome prospective presenters to submit a brief description of their program which  
 - successfully attracts participants from various heritages and backgrounds 
 - can be implemented by other organizations 
 - provides opportunities for repeated exposures to nature for participants 
 

Visit www.fledgingbirders.org/CFABsubmissions.html for details.  
 

Paul Baicich 
Great Birding Projects 

Birding Community eBulletin 
ABA's Claudia Wilds Award 

Dudley Edmondson 
Black and Brown Faces 

in America's Wild Places 

Doug Gray 
Indiana Audubon 

Mary Gustafson 
Rio Grande Joint Venture 

RGVBF Committee  

Kenn Kaufman  

Guia de campo Kaufman a 
las aves de Norteamerica 

J. Drew Lanham 
Clemson University 

David Lindo 
The Urban Birder 

Nancy Millar 
McAllen Convention and 

Visitors Bureau 

Dave Magpiong 
Fledging Birders Institute 

Pledge to Fledge 

Marisa Oliva-Rodriguez 
Edinburg Scenic Wetlands 

Roy Rodriguez 
Bentsen-Rio Grande 

Valley State Park 

Brad Rumble 
Leo Politi  

Elementary School 

Rafael Galvez 
Florida Keys 
Hawkwatch 

Marta Luisa  
del Campo 

Cornell Lab of Ornithology's 

Celebrate Urban Birds 

Kimberly Kaufman  

Black Swamp Bird 
Observatory 

Douglas Gray 
Indiana Audubon 

Rafael Galvez 
Florida Keys 
Hawkwatch 

http://www.fledgingbirders.org/CFABsubmissions.html


Conference Itinerary 
(subject to change) 

Monday, November 4:   Pre-Conference Evening Social @ McAllen Creative Incubator from 6-8pm 

 Network with conference presenters and participants while enjoying some light refreshments, the  
 famed "McAllen Margaritas", and art featuring the nature of "the Valley".  (FREE with registration!) 
 
Tuesday, Nov 5:    Day 1: Focus on Diversity Conference - Panel Presentations 
8:00  – 9:00      Check-In at McAllen Convention and Visitors' Bureau 

9:00  - 9:15    Welcome  
9:15 - 10:45    The Future of Birding and Bird Conservation in America 

10:45 - 12:15     Considerations for Engaging Non-Traditional Birding Audiences 
12:15 - 1:15       Lunch and Networking at McAllen CVB  
1:15 - 2:00   Guia de campo a las aves de norteamerica  
2:00 - 4:15         Learning from Effective Outreach Initiatives  
4:15 - 4:30         Preview of Day 2 
6:00 - 8:00         South Texas BBQ Banquet featuring "The Lighter Side of Birding" Open Mic at Casa de Palmas  
    Join us for a taste of classic Texas and a share your funny, exciting, or touching bird adventures  
    with other conference participants!   (BBQ Banquet NOT included in registration - additional $35) 
 

 
Kenn Kaufman, Derek "Duck" Washington, Dudley Edmondson, Roy Rodriguez, and Mamie Parker at Focus on Diversity in Minnesota Valley NWR, Oct. 2012. 

 

Wednesday, Nov 6:    Day 2: Focus on Diversity: Changing the Face of American Birding Workshops 
8:00 – 8:30  Board vans at McAllen CVB and ride to workshop locations  

   options include: Quinta Mazatlan, Santa Ana NWR, Edinburg Scenic Wetlands, 

   Bentsen-Rio Grande Valley State Park, and Estero Llano Grande State Park 

8:30 -  9:00     Site intro and Brief Topic Discussion  

9:00  - 10:00   Instructive Bird Walks to highlight outreach techniques in the field 

10:00 - 11:00  Development of Diversity in Birding Goals and Action Plans (with guidance of facilitators) 

11:30 -12:30   Lunch and Networking at McAllen CVB 

12:30 - 1:30    Sharing of Goals and Action Plans 
1:30 - 2:00      Closing Comments 

 

Rio Grande Valley Birding Festival Welcome Reception in Harlingen starts at 5pm. 

Registration Fees 
 

Tues, Nov 5. only $40 
  

$55 for BOTH DAYS 
 

 



Focus on Diversity Program Descriptions  (Day 1) 
These panels and presentations will be conducted at McAllen Convention and Visitors' Bureau. 

 

The Future of Birding and Bird Conservation in America 
Why should we care about diversifying birding and other outdoor activities? Panelists will examine the significant implications 
this holds for bird conservation and share general impressions for moving toward a sustainable future for American birding.       
Q-n-A with audience to follow.        

 

Considerations for Engaging Non-Traditional Birding Audiences 
What factors impact people's awareness of and access to birding activities? These issues will be discussed by our panel with a 
focus on general considerations to make birding more accessible to everyone. A dynamic dialogue between panelists and 
audience will further explore this critical component of the diversity in birding discussion. 

 

Guia de campo a las aves de norteamerica  
Kenn Kaufman discusses the decision to translate his field guide into Spanish, efforts to get the book into the hands of those 
who could use it, and how it has impacted bird outreach in many regions, particularly along the border. Q-n-A to follow. 

 

Learning from Effective Outreach Initiatives  
There are outstanding examples of outreach to new audiences in the birding community. Many innovative, successful, and 
promising approaches will be shared by those who've led such on-the-ground efforts to bring birding to new audiences. 
Conference participants will have ample time to learn how to adapt these ideas in their areas via Q-n-A session. 

 
Changing the Face of American Birding Workshops (Day 2) 

Participants will leave with Action Plans to engage new audiences in birding opportunities.  

Participants will receive email directions to make workshop selections after registration deadline as more options may be available.  
 

  "Using Urban Parks to Engage New Audiences with Birding Opportunities" at Quinta Mazatlan  
As birders, we often flee our urban jungles and secluded suburbs to seek out birds in more remote areas. Yet, the surprising 
diversity of birds found in urban oases can, with a little guidance from mentors, captivate the attention of non-birders. 
 

  "Utilizing the NWRS and Public Lands to Engage New Audiences"  at Santa Ana National Wildlife Refuge  
There are  8 NWRs are located in immediate proximity to large metropolitan areas. Another 250 refuges are situated near 
smaller cities. Suburban sprawl is creeping ever closer to other gems of the NWRS. These urban NWRs, and other public lands 
like state parks, are perfect settings to hold introduction to birding walks for city dwellers and suburbanites alike.  

 
  "Engaging Latino Audiences in Birding Outings"  at Bentsen Rio Grande Valley State Park - 
The U.S. population is swiftly shifting and the fastest growing segment is the Latino community. In places like the Rio Grande 
Valley, the American Southwest, South Florida, and California, the term minority is a statistical fallacy.  Given cultural and 
language differences, birding outreach with the Latino community include unique opportunities and exciting challenges for 
both birding mentors and potential new birders. 
 
  "Bird Festivals/Community Events as Gateway to Nature" at Estero Llano Grande State Park  
Community events often provides the general public with their first exposure to some new, exciting aspect of nature. Whether 
large events like the Rio Grande Valley Birding Festival and the Biggest week in American Birding or local gatherings like a Chili 
Cook-Offs and Block Parties, birding organizations and individual birders can use these terrific opportunities to share  their 
knowledge and passion for birds with new audiences already centrally gathered for fun times.  
 
  "Soaring 2 Success: Birding in Schools as a Tool for Academic Achievement"  at Edinburg Scenic Wetlands 
Besides being a fun hobby, birding holds significant developmental benefits for people of all ages but especially children. 
Birding is a great social activity to unite students of various backgrounds. It possesses therapeutic power for those with special    
   needs. Interaction with birds and nature can even impact standardized testing results. Learn how to engage students of all    
      ages by birding and nature throughout the entire curriculum. 

 



 
Travel and Accommodations Information 

 

Thank you to Nancy Millar, Robert Lopez, and the McAllen 
Convention and Visitors' Bureau for their dedication and support 
in bringing the Focus on Diversity conference to McAllen. 
 
Conference programs are at the McAllen CVB building (A in map) 
at 1202 Ash Avenue, McAllen, TX. 
 
Monday evening's Welcome Reception is at the McAllen Creative 
Incubator (C in map) located at 601 N. Main St. McAllen, TX. 
 
Both are within walking distance of our primary hotel (B in map) for the event: 

 
The historic Casa de Palmas Renaissance has offered a discounted 
rate of $99 a night for participants who book rooms before 
October 14, 2013. This rate includes breakfast for two daily. 
 
First built in 1918, the Casa de Palmas is perhaps the most 
distinctive hotel in McAllen. Enjoy a bit of birding at Archer Park, 
located between the hotel and the conference site. 
              
Casa de Palmas is located at 101 N. Main St. McAllen, TX. 
You can make reservations online or by calling (956) 631-1101. 

 
 
Texas' Rio Grande Valley's two airports include: 
 
McAllen International Airport is served by United and 
American Airlines.  
 
Harlingen's Valley International Airport has Southwest 
Airlines, United, and Sun Country flights daily.  It is located 
approximately 40 minutes from McAllen and is ideal for 
flying home from the Rio Grande Valley Birding Festival. 
                               
              Great Kiskadee original photo courtesy of Marty DeAngelo 
Some other possible accommodations include: 
Embassy Suites McAllen  (approx. 2 miles to McAllen CVB)    1800 South Second Street, McAllen, TX     956-686-3000 
Springhill Suites  (3 miles to McAllen CVB)   1800 South Ware Road, McAllen, TX     956-682-6336 
La Copa Inn  (0.6 mile from McAllen CVB)     1010 W. Houston Ave, McAllen, TX    956-683-7700 
La Quinta Inn (1 mile from McAllen CVB)    1100 S. 10th St. McAllen TX       956-687-1101 

NOTE: Participants staying for Rio Grande Valley Birding Festival should review the RGVBF's travel info . 
 
Getting Around McAllen and the Valley: 
Participants can easily use the McAllen Metro service to commute around town. BothMcAllen Convention and Visitors' 
Bureau are located along 4 major Metro routes. The Metro  runs 7 days a week with varying schedules. 
 
For traveling beyond McAllen, you may want to rent a vehicle.  Both McAllen International Airport and Valley 
International Airport have Avis, Dollar, Enterprise, Hertz, and National rental agencies on site. 

http://www.mcallencvb.org/
http://www.mcallencvb.org/
http://www.mcallenart.com/
http://www.mcallenart.com/
http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/mfebr-casa-de-palmas-renaissance-mcallen-hotel/
http://cwp.marriott.com/mfebr/fledgingbirdersinstitute/
http://www.mcallenairport.com/
http://www.flythevalley.com/
http://wwww.rgvbf.org/
http://www.rgvbf.org/travel-info/
http://www.mcallen.net/images/metro/map_large.png
http://www.mcallen.net/metro/riding/schedule.aspx
http://www.avis.com/
http://www.dollarcar.com/
http://www.enterprise.com/
http://www.hertz.com/
http://www.nationalcar.com/


Santa Ana National Wildlife Refuge  Alamo, TX 
With over 400 birds,450 plant species, 1/2 of all North 
American butterflies, and ocelots, this 2,000+ acre 
refuge has earned its reputation as the "jewel of the 
National Wildlife Refuge System." 

Thank you to our partners in the Rio Grande Valley Birding Community! 
  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

         
 
 
         
 
            Bentsen, Santa Ana, Quinta Mazatlan, & Estero Llano Grande original pics courtesy of Dawn Fine. Edinburg photo from Edinburg Wetlands Facebook page. 

Quinta Mazatlan  McAllen, TX  
The historic mansion's tropical gardens and feeder 
stations provided visitors terrific looks a Valley 
specialties such as Green Jays, Common Pauraque, 
Buff-bellied Hummingbird, and Plain Chachalacas.  A 
birder's dream of 15 acres nestled in urban McAllen.  

Bentsen Rio Grande  Valley State Park Mission, TX 
A fabled U.S. birding destination, this 760 acre site and 
the adjacent 1,700+ acres of USFWS refuge provides a 
rare riparian woodland along the Rio Grande. 
"Bentsen" birders revel in sightings like Northern 
Beardless-Tyrannulet, Gray Hawk,  Clay-colored Robin, 
and many other Valley specialties.  

Estero Llano Grande State Park  Weslaco, TX                                                                
 A wildly popular site, Estero Llano Grande ponds hold a 
wide variety of waterfowl, herons, and shorebirds while 
its boardwalks make the perfect perches for birders to 
savor those avian delights. The woodlands and tropical 
area round out the diverse habitats that draw so many 
birds and birders alike. 

Edinburg Scenic Wetlands  Edinburg, TX 

Amidst urban sprawl and agriculture, this oasis provides a 
home for many bird species. Observation platforms afford 
good looks at Black-bellied Whistling Ducks, Green & 
Ringed Kingfishers, and Black-necked Stilts. Edinburg 
hosts many education programs for schools and families. 

Rio Grande Valley Birding Festival, 
Harlingen TX 
We encourage ALL participants to stay in   
the Valley and attend this spectacular 
festival, immediately following the 
conference. Beautiful birds, dramatic 
landscapes, and incredibly skilled leaders 
make this a "must do" event for all birders! 

The Focus on Diversity conference series was made possible by 
the RGVBF and their will to diversifying the festival's trip 
leaders. RGVBF organizers also invited us to bring the 
conference to the Valley in conjunction with the 20th Annual 
Rio Grande Valley Birding Festival.  Thank them in person! 

 
Learn more at www.RGVBF.org 

http://www.rgvbf.org/


Focus on Diversity: Changing the Face of American Birding  
Conference Registration Form 

(Online registration is also available) 
OFFICIAL DEADLINE IS OCTOBER 14th 

For late registrations, email Dave@fledgingbirders.org for availability 
Please PRINT clearly. 

Name of Participant Organization (if applicable): 

Mailing Address: E-mail: 

City/Town: State/Zip: Phone #: Website: 

I am a: (please check all that apply to you!) 

___concerned birder        ___general nature enthusiast         ____environmentally-minded citizen 

___ formal educator (pre-K - college)     ___bird educator (formal or informal)      ___ bird club officer/member 
___bird conservationist      ___park/refuge/nature center staff            ___other:_____________________ 

Regular Registration Fees 

___ Conference Day 1 ONLY ($40) 
(includes JUST Tuesday panels) 

___ Conference Days 1 & 2 ($55) 
(includes Tuesday panels and Wednesday workshops) 

____ Focus on Diversity Conference Commemorative T-Shirt ($10 each) 
T-shirts must be ordered by October 14th. 

Circle desired size 

S        M        L        XL         2x        3x 

_______  I will attend the South Texas BBQ Banquet and the "Lighter Side of Birding" Open Mic 
at Casa de Palmas on Tuesday, Nov 5.   (Additional $35 per person) 

SPACE IS LIMITED. RESERVATIONS ACCEPTED ON FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED BASIS. 

Total Registration Fee: $ __________* 
*Please consider making an additional contribution to the Focus on Diversity conference. 

___   Yes, I will attend the FREE Pre-Conference Social at the McAllen Creative Incubator on Mon, Nov. 4. 

___   NO, I'm NOT interested in the FREE Pre-Conference Social on Mon, Nov. 4. 

Please make checks payable to:   Fledging Birders Institute   P.O. Box 1774       Bellmawr, NJ 08099 

 

 We encourage you to register as early as possible to ensure availability.  

 

For more information, contact Dave Magpiong at Dave@fledgingbirders.org  

or call directly at 856-905-1232. 

 
We look forward to welcoming you to the McAllen Convention and Visitors Bureau 

for the Focus on Diversity this November! 

 
 

http://www.fledgingbirders.org/RegCFAB.html


Origin of the Conference Logo 
crafted by Lexie Phelan 

 

The conference logo incorporates birds which represent several 
of the cultures that make up our American population. 
 
The crane is a traditional symbol throughout China, Korea, Japan 
and other Asian nations as well as some Native American 
cultures. The cranes’ beauty and spectacular courtships displays 
have captivated these cultures for centuries. 
 
In addition to being a revered American symbol, the eagle also 
symbolizes strength in Mexican and Hispanic cultures. Eagles are 
considered sacred in various Native American cultures. 
 
The goose is from the Akan culture of Ghana, Africa. The Akan 
term “Sankofa” translates to “go back and take." The associated 
Adinkra symbol was a goose removing an egg from its back which 
represents learning from the past and moving into future.   
 

 

   
Aplomado Falcon original photo courtesy of Marty DeAngelo 

 

Spark the diversity in birding conversation while in the field!  
Order you conference t-shirts on the registration form. Get one for a friend too. 

                          

                                     
                                         www.fledgingbirders.org 

                                                   P.O. Box 1774  Bellmawr, NJ 08099 
                                                   856-905-1232 


